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Annotations.

THE HOSPITALS OF LONDON: COMBINED
APPEAL.

"Ne quid nimi’3."

His Majesty the King has addressed a letter to the
Organising Committee of the Combined London
Hospital Appeal, laying stress upon his personal
and family interest in the progress of the Fund now
being organised, and pointing out that the happiness
of the Prince of Wales, President of King Edward’s
Hospital Fund, will be much increased, on his return
home, by learning the good results which have
already been achieved.

This week the Organising and Executive Committee
of the Appeal are pointing out in a forcible circular
the influence which the medical profession in the

metropolitan area might have, if they commended
the movement to their patients when the opportunity
arose. As every private patient of every medical
man has benefited by the hospitals in their capacity
as centres of research and practice, there is no

difficulty in pointing out that all patients, of whatever
class and denomination, have a direct interest in
maintaining these institutions at their present high
pitch of excellence, and in providing the funds
necessary for further extensions.
Next Sunday is Hospital Sunday.

THE CASE OF RONALD TRUE.

WHEN the Court of Criminal Appeal refused to allow
the appeal on behalf of Ronald True, sentenced to
death for the murder of Gertrude Yates, the Lord Chief
Justice pointed out that, apart from any legal issue
that might be decided by that court, the Home Secre-
tary had certain powers which, in suitable cases, were
exercised. The Home Secretary, called upon to decide
whether the death sentence upon True should be
carried out, caused an inquiry to be held with regard to
the convict’s mental condition by medical experts,
who according to the official announcement, unani-
mously certified the convict to be insane. As a result
True was reprieved with a view to his removal to
Broadmoor Criminal Lunatic Asylum. The points
raised at True’s trial and at the subsequent appeal
with regard to the trial of prisoners alleged to be insane
have already been fully discussed in THE LANCET,! and
the decision of the Home Secretary takes the question
no farther. The decision does not imply that the Home
Secretary considers the decision of the jury at the trial,
or the summing up of Mr. Justice McCardie, or the
judgment of the Court of Appeal to have been in any
way wrong according to the law, or that the result
was due to a state of the law that is harsh and unjust.
The reprieve, followed by confinement in Broadmoor,
appears to mean only that in the Home Secretary’s
opinion, based upon that of his medical advisers, and
according to the precedents which guide his actions, it
is undesirable to hang for murder a man who otherwise
would be rightly confined in a lunatic asylum. The ’
execution of a murderer is, no doubt, carried out partly
as a deterrent to others, but it must be regarded as in
part punitive, and it is not reasonable to inflict
" punishment 

" 

upon one whose mental state prevents
him from appreciating the fact that he is being punished.
It would be equally unreasonable and inhumane to
flog an insane person for robbery with violence, or for
a breach of asylum discipline. We do not understand
from the terms in which the respite has been announced
that the Home Secretary’s action has any bearing upon
whether the rule in McNaughton’s case ought still to be
applied strictly, or whether it should be reconsidered
and enlarged as suggested by Mr. Justice McCardie’s
summing up. The law with regard to insanity

1 THE LANCET, May 13th, p. 954, and June 3rd, p. 1107.

remains where it was, and the question is, therefore,
open whether judicial and medical opinion in the
present year 1922 would lay down for the guidance of
a jury the same test or standard of mental capacity
that was agreed upon by the judges who advised the
House of Lords in 1843. Lastly, it is almost
unbelievable that reasonable persons should try to
compare the case of Jacoby with that of True, how-
soever poignantly pity for the fate of a youth may
appeal. 

____

THE KIDNEYS IN BLACKWATER FEVER.

IN the Archiv fir S6hiffs- und Tropen-Hygie2e
for January, Dr. Gaetano Salvioli reports on a histo-
logical examination of 13 kidneys from cases of black-
water fever that he has made in the Tropical Medicine
School at Hamburg. He used Miller’s method of
staining haemoglobin with some alterations. He
never found haemorrhages, red-blood corpuscles,
malarial parasites, or pigment; blackwater fever does
not appear to cause nephritis, though it sometimes
occurs in persons whose kidneys have been inflamed.
The haemoglobin is excreted in solution, and in the
region of the glomeruli and the convoluted tubules.
The loop tubules are distended with granular debris,
which as it passes on strips off the lining epithelium
mechanically, leaving the basement membrane. The

epithelial cells thus removed show no cloudy swelling
or other evidence of inflammation or degeneration.
In the haemoglobinuria of acute arsenical nephritis.
on the- other hand, acute nephritis is present, while
in the kidneys of yellow fever, though the casts are
very similar, they never give the iron reaction. Thus
these diseases may easily be differentiated. The
journal has extended its title this year, describing
itself not only as a record of naval and tropical
hygiene, but also of the pathology and treatment of
exotic diseases. 

____

THE SUFFERINGS OF RHODESIAN MAN.
I 

THE last discovered fossil skull, found in 1921 at the
Broken Hill Mine in Rhodesia, and now safe in the
Natural History Museum, South Kensington, is a

remarkable one. Not only does it furnish several
curious problems to the anthropologist, but it holds a
unique position among prehistoric remains in showing
pathological conditions of teeth, ear, and knee.
Investigation of the dental and aural conditions was
entrusted by Dr. Smith Woodward to Mr. Sidney
Spokes and Mr. Macleod Yearsley respectively, both
of whom are keenly interested in the study of
prehistoric man. Mr. Spokes has found widespread
caries of the teeth, with evidence of extensive alveolar
abscesses. These are associated with a condition of
the upper end of the tibia suggesting chronic arthritis,
and presumably the result of chronic oral sepsis.
We believe that we are correct in stating that no such
phenomena have been met with before in a skeleton of
the age of the Rhodesian specimen, which is considered
provisionally as belonging to the late Pleistocene
period.

Besides the dental disease, there is a lesion of the
mastoid process which is of great interest, the more so
because, about two inches above the auditory meatus
there is a perforation, 10 mm. in its greater diameter,
of the squamous bone. This hole, apparently the
result of a blow from some sharp implement, shows
evident signs of having undergone considerable
natural repair. It has been suggested that it is an
example of primitive " trepanning," but the fact that
its internal opening exceeds the external by 2 mm.
negatives such a conclusion, and a comparison with
the trepanned skulls in the Wellcome Museum bears
this out. Behind the auditory meatus is a large
opening in the mastoid, measuring 10 mm. in its
vertical and 15 mm.-in its horizontal diameter. This
is deeply excavated, with pitted (? carious) walls, and
communicates with the cells in the tip of the process,
which is of the pneumatic variety. The mastoid tip
itself is perforated, the edges of the deficiency being


